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Urgent appeal for help to save Roswell Pits

We know this an extremely busy time, but if you can manage just one Christmas letter this year, please read this one, and send a response as soon as possible to East Cambridgeshire District Council. 

As you may have heard, on 25 November Jalsea Marine submitted a planning application (ref: 09/00898/FUL) for major works at Roswell Pits. Most of the application is retrospective and would enable the owner, Mr Tyrrell, to make use of all the unauthorised work that has already been done on the site (currently the subject of an enforcement action by ECDC).  We believe that the ecological and recreational importance of this site means that it is entirely the wrong place for this development. We will be writing on behalf of LCPRE members to oppose the proposal, but it’s also vitally important that you tell ECDC what you think of these plans, in your own words, and by 22 December at the latest. Please read on!
What’s proposed 

· Two sets of fishing swims for disabled anglers - one near the level crossing, and the other on the north shore, near the cliff.

· Moorings for electric boats, and facilities for canoes.

· A permanent track plus turning space for emergency vehicles.

· A “comfort room” and disabled toilet, plus a car park, on the hard standing near the level crossing.

· Lighting and CCTV facilities at the two sets of swims, which will be linked by a boardwalk.

· Permission to remove more trees.

For more details visit the ECDC office on Nutholt Lane, the ECDC website at http://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_detailview.aspx?caseno=KTPPSNGG02200&searchtype=WEEKLY or our own website at www.elywildspace.org.uk.

Our main objections

· This is simply not the right plan for such a sensitive area. The proposed development would seriously undermine the site’s outstanding importance for wildlife and local people - as recognised by its designation both as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a County Wildlife Site, its protection by a Tree Preservation Order, and its inclusion in a conservation area and in Ely’s new country park. It would also run directly counter to the “light touch” identified for the area in the consultation to the Country Park.
· While we support the principle of providing facilities for disabled anglers and boaters, we believe Roswell is not the right place for this sort of development. Instead, in line with ECDC’s policy of integrating disabled and able-bodied facilities, we think these could be provided more safely and at lower cost alongside existing riverbank facilities, where there would be no need for additional infrastructure such as emergency vehicle access.
· The application itself has many important flaws - for example, while much of the work has already been done, this plan should take into account the condition of the site before works began, yet it doesn’t. Likewise the necessary ecological assessment of the development was only conducted in winter and is therefore inadequate.

· If granted, the development will make full use of unauthorised works that have been carried out, sending a highly questionable message to would-be-developers elsewhere.

How you can make a real difference

It’s extremely important that ECDC hears from many people besides the LCPRE committee. So please, make up your own mind about the application, and send your view, in your own words, to Sue Finlayson, ECDC (at The Grange, Nutholt Lane, Ely CB7 4EE, or online at the website given above). It needn’t be a long or complicated letter, but it should express your views, and must be received by 22 December.
We’ve been waiting for a planning application for Roswell for almost three years. This is it - so please, on behalf of present and future generations, don't waste this opportunity to have your say, and ask your neighbours and friends to respond as well.
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