Support for the Ely Wildspace

The remaining habitat patches around the eastern edge of Ely need to be conserved as a consolidated green corridor, buffering the city, and safeguarding its remaining wildlife from harmful development. Working with the Wildlife Trust we have identified key areas of land stretching from the riverside through Cresswells Park, Roswell Pit and Queen Adelaide pits, which collectively we call the Ely Wildspace (see map below). We believe all of these green spaces need to be protected and managed in an effective and integrated way if Ely’s wildlife and recreational values are to be sustained.
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On the 10 March 2008 over 90 LCPRE members met at the Ely Community College to discuss the development of a vision for the Ely Wildspace. Through small working groups members discussed the Wildspace and gave their views and ideas on potential uses for the various parcels of land. Using questionnaires the wider LCPRE membership (at the time of the meeting just under 1,000 members) were also asked for their opinions and views on the Ely Wildspace vision.

The feedback we received from the questionnaires and the meeting showed overwhelming support for the need to protect these areas and for the Ely Wildspace vision itself.

Ninety five percent of the responses we received strongly agreed that Ely's remaining wildlife habitats need to be protected for current and future residents' enjoyment and recreation, and for the wildlife itself. Not one of the respondents felt that these habitats did not require protection. 
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Just under two thirds (63%) believed that if plans for safeguarding the Ely Wildspace are successful, their enjoyment of the area would greatly increase. The remaining 37% felt it would increase their enjoyment. Again, not one respondent felt that their enjoyment of the area would decrease.
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Seventy two percent of the respondents felt that if plans for safeguarding the Ely Wildspace are successful, the status of wildlife in the area would greatly improve. The remaining 28% felt the status of wildlife would improve. 
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In addition to gauging the level of membership support for the Ely Wildspace, the meeting and questionnaires provided a very effective way of consulting the membership on their detailed ideas and views. Very useful and interesting suggestions regarding the potential uses of the different parcels of land making up the Wildspace were received, including: 

· Roswell Pit = No Marina / Sailing / Limited fishing / Environmental educational / Protect and preserve as a wildlife area / Bird hides, benches and rubbish bins / Increased footpaths

· Ely Common = Protect and keep as it is with public access / Play and activity area / Wildflower meadows / Dog walking

· Lisle Lane Field = Protect and keep as open green space / Grazing / Reinstate watercress meadow

· Cresswells Park (Pocket Park) = Needs smartening up / Environmental education / Dog walking / Ely Society’s Wildflower meadow 

· Springhead Land and adjacent meadow = Grazing / Wildlife habitat / Linking access route and green corridor / Open access to meadow

· Railway Loop Land = Leave untouched / Extend to include more wetlands / Walking / Grazing / Wildlife habitat

· Cuckoo Bridge Reed bed = Bird hide / Wildlife habitat

· Queen Adelaide Pits (a.k.a. Ely Beet Pits) = Currently being re-engineered by Potter Group. It will be core wildlife habitat with birdwatching and limited or no fishing. Possible increasing in access in the long term with a bird hide.

· River Flood Meadows = Grazing / Wildlife habitat / Public access – walking on north bank

Some very powerful statements were also received through this consultation process:

· “Too many of the wildlife areas I enjoyed as a child in and around Ely are now gone. We should act now to safeguard what we still have left to pass on to future generations”

· “I moved to the area 40 years ago, it is amazing how Ely and surrounding areas have been built upon, if we lose Ely’s Wildspace we not only lose a beautiful area but also our wildlife”

· “I must admit that I had wrongly assumed that these areas, as they are so important for the local community and wildife, were already protected. I was very surprised to learn that they were not. Ely at the moment is a beautiful city and unless we protect these areas it will turn into a concrete jungle, like any other over built town. I have spent many happy hours walking in these areas and wish to continue in the future”

Through this consultation process we have learned that there is overwhelming public support for the Ely Wildspace, with 100% positive feedback from the LCPRE membership. What was also very clear through the discussions at the meeting and questionnaires was that the membership are very passionate and committed to protecting not only Roswell Pit but all of Ely’s remaining wildlife habitats for people and biodiversity.

Finally, it is worth noting that other discussions before and after the members’ meeting indicate that there is broad stakeholder support for the Ely Wildspace among other organisations and local landowners too. Besides the direct involvement of the Wildlfie Trust in drawing up ideas for the Wildspace, senior officers at Natural England have expressed their backing for the idea, as has RSPB. We have also had direct meetings with the Potter Group (who own Queen Adelaide pits) and with the farmers who own and graze the bulk of the area. They have been unanimous in their enthusiastic support for the Ely Wildspace. Clearly, the next step is to persuade ECDC to put the Wildspace concept at the centre of their plans for Phase I of a Country Park.
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